British Orienteering Squad - Support Group

Secretary:  Martin Hyman, 36, Harburn Avenue,  Livingston. EH54 8NQ.  Tel. 01506 412322

Treasurer:  Ann Smith, Wood Ghyll Crosthwaite Kendal Cumbria LA8 8HX.  Tel.01539 568671

Support Grant Applications for 2010

The attached application form, together with criteria guidelines, is being made available to all members of British Squads.  Any squad member may apply, by emailing the completed form to Ann Smith at roger.smith100@btinternet.com by January. 20th   

Copies are also being sent to coordinators of regional squads for them to issue to exceptional youngsters, as they think appropriate.

The award panel is conscious that, the reduced size of the Senior Squad and the exceptionally high membership criteria, have resulted in a number of talented and committed young orienteers being unable to move up when they leave the Junior Squad.  Such “Non-Squad” orienteers are encouraged to apply.

Please read the Support Grant Criteria carefully before applying, and note in particular that applicants are required to show that the activities for which a grant is applied will contribute to a cohesive, focused and planned programme, which contributes to stated goals. 

Note that applicants will normally be 18 or older, with an absolute limit of 16.

Applications will be considered by the Support Group not later than February 20th and all applicants will be notified of the outcome by March 1st 

Lastly it is worth noting that funds can only continue to be distributed if they are raised!  In 2005 for example we allocated over £4000 but raised less than half of this by Squad members’ fund-raising activities.   However last year we made a profit for the first time, thanks to the efforts of Andy Kitchin, Dave, Peel, Doug Tullie, Nick Barrable and other good folk.  We would like to sustain the momentum and ask all of you to try to contribute; e.g. in a group, or with your club put on a local instruction / shadowing / competition day.  Or have a sponsored relay, like Scot Fraser’s team effort that raised over £1000 in 2005.   
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Support Grant Criteria (2010)

These criteria were agreed at a meeting of the Squad Support Group following a two month period of consultation and discussion.  They have subsequently been approved at the squad “Inaugural” and have been subject to regular review and amendment.  They are not regarded as obligatory rules, but as guidelines, which may be varied in special circumstances.  

1. Grants will be used primarily to support athletes’ expenses for appropriate self-organised training or competition initiatives. (E.g. a month spent training with a Scandinavian club.)  They are for foot orienteering only.  Applicants must explain how the proposed initiative would help to raise the standard of their orienteering. 

2. Grants will not normally be the first source of funding and will only be made to those who have applied to other sources (e.g. club, council, school / college.  Ann Smith can offer further advice on this).  Applicants must list applications made to other sources and the status of these applications.http://www.charitychoice.co.uk/charitysearch.asp 

3. Athletes who show the potential to improve to a high standard will be considered more favourably than those who have maintained the same level of performance for some time.

4. Grants will not normally be made to support expenses of athletes in taking part in the British Orienteering training / competition programme, nor in attending selection races.  An exception could be where an athlete, who has been selected for a GB Squad, is financially disadvantaged because of nationality or of other circumstances.

5. Grants will not be retrospective.  In future athletes will be expected to plan their season after the previous “Squad Inaugural” and to apply prior to the start of the next season. (Jan 20th will be the deadline, unless otherwise specified)

6. Grants are not intended to subsidise normal living expenses.

7. Grants will not normally exceed £500.

8. The grants are intended for athletes over 18, but exceptional athletes over 16 will be considered.

If you have already given the information required, on a recent application for a grant from another source, then feel free to use a copy instead of, or as well as, this form.

Once completed; delete pages 1 and 2 of this document (instructions and criteria) then save it in Word as Firstname Surname 2010.doc and send to Ann at roger.smith100@btinternet.com.

British Orienteering Squad Grant Application for 2010

	Name
	
	D o B
	


	Address
	


	Phone
	
	e-mail
	


1. Please list your top recent performances:

	

	

	


2. Please list your main aims for the season and beyond?
	

	

	


3. Plans for the coming season. For which financial assistance is sought. These should be activities which you and your coach have planned, in order to enhance your competitive ability.  (See criteria.)  Benefits should show how the activity contributes specifically to your stated aims.

	Activity Include approx dates and locations
	Particular Benefits
	Approx Cost

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


4. Sources of Income (Include student grants and other grants negotiated on your behalf.  e.g. TASS)
	
	
	Annual £

	Regular Job
	
	

	Other
	
	

	Other
	
	


5. Grants Applied For 
Note that the Squad will not give a grant unless you have tried other sources.  

Only include grants that you have applied for yourself.

Please contact Ann Smith or the British Orienteering website, for advice on how to apply.

	Application to  (e.g. Sports Aid, club, local council)
	Outcome

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


6. Coach’s Endorsement. Your coach must be satisfied that you have well thought out plans for the season and that the activities for which you seek support will enhance your achievement of these plans.  NB.  Be considerate and give your coach time to provide comments well ahead of the deadline.

If you do not have a personal coach, then please consult the appropriate Squad coach.

	(Your coach’s endorsement may be by separate e-mail if preferred.)


	Coach’s name
	


7. Additional Information (if you wish to add more information or explanation, this can help the Support Group to fully understand your aims, plans and commitment):-
Return to Ann Smith:- roger.smith100@btinternet.com by 20th January 2010

Note that Ann will acknowledge all applications received.  If you do not get an acknowledgment please assume that your application has not got through and contact Ann

In exceptional circumstances if you cannot e-mail, post your application to Ann.
